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CooK ardently believed that
the future of democratic institutions must depend in large measure upon the
ability and integrity of the members of the legal profession. He hoped to
improve the quality of the leadership provided by that profession by improving the law schools. As the immediate object of his philanthropy he
chose his Alma Mater, The University of Michigan Law School. The Law
Quadrangle is the physical embodiment of one aspect of his idea and marks
a milestone in legal education. In making possible a close fellowship between lawyers, teachers, and students in an inspiring environment he has
promoted high ideals of scholarship and of professional conduct.
The following pages will outline the evolution of his plan and will depict
and describe the beautiful buildings which his generosity has provided. It
is hoped that the reader will be able to catch some of the idealism which
motivated the donor in devoting the material fruits of his life's endeavors to
the welfare of the legal profession, and, through it, to the welfare of his country.
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CooK was a native of Michigan, having been born in Hillsdale on April 16, 1858. He was the son of
John Poller Cook and Martha Wolford Cook and was descended, in the ninth
generation, from the famous William Bradford, governor and historian of the
Plymouth colony. Mr. Cook's early education was received in the public
schools of Hillsdale, Michigan, and in the preparatory department of Hillsdale college. In 1876 he entered the University of Michigan and in 1880 received his Bachelor's degree. Two years later he was graduated from the
Law School. From Law School Mr. Cook entered the office of William B.
Coudert and was admitted to the New York bar in 1883, gradually rising to
be one of its ablest and most influential members. For many years prior to
his retirement he was general counsel for the Commercial Cable and Postal
Telegraph Company. In 192 l Mr. Cook retired from active practice to devote
himself to writing and study. He died June 4, 1930 at Port Chester, New York.
William Wilson Cook is known to every Michigan man for his generous
gifts to the University and his untiring interest in its affairs. His gifts to his
Alma Mater during his lifetime and under his will total nearly $16,000,000,
thus making him the largest private benefactor of the University of Michigan.
His most widely known gift is, of course, the Law Quadrangle. Second only to
the Law Quadrangle was his generous donation of the Martha Cook dormitory for women, which he named in honor of his mother. Of his other benefactions perhaps the most outstanding was the establishment of a trust fund
of $200,000 to found a chair in American Institutions at this University.
Mr. Cook was not only a prominent lawyer but also a prolific writer. His
greatest work and one that is known to every lawyer is his "Cook on Corporations," which is now in its eighth edition. In 1924 he published "Principles of
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Corporation Law," a summary of his longer work for the use of law students.
In 1922 Mr. Cook's "Power and Responsibility of the American Bar" made
its appearance. In this book is set forth his belief in the importance of the
lawyer as a leader in American democracy and the consequent necessity of
maintaining a high level of intelligence and integrity in the Legal profession.
Mr. Cook's last book, "American Institutions and Their Preservation," in
which he set forth his views on a subject in which he was passionately interested throughout his life, was published privately in I 92 7.
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DELIEVING AS I DO THAT AMERICAN INSTITUTIONS
ARE OF MORE CONSEQUENCE THAN THE WEALTH
OR POWER OF THE COUNTRY; AND BELIEVING THAT
THE PRESERVATION AND DEVELOPMENT OF THESE
INSTITUTIONS HAVE BEEN, ARE, AND WILL CONTINUE TO BE UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF THE
LEGAL PROFESSION;

AND BELIEVING ALSO

THAT

THE FUTURE OF AMERICA DEPENDS LARGELY ON
THAT

PROFESSION;

AND

BELIEVING

THAT

THE

CHARACTER OF THE LAW

SCHOOLS DETERMINES

THE

LEGAL

CHARACTER OF

THE

PROFESSION,

I

WISH TO AID IN ENLARGING THE SCOPE AND IMPROVING THE STANDARDS OF THE LAW SCHOOLS
BY AIDING THE ONE FROM WHICH I GRADUATED,
NAMELY THE LAW SCHOOL OF THE UNIVERSITY
OF MICHIGAN.
FROM THE WILL OF WILLIAM W. COOK
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in the winter of 1823 two men, both on
their way west, met by chance in Cleveland, Ohio. John Allen persuaded the
other, E.W. Rumsey, with his wife, Ann, to go with him to Michigan. In February 1824 the three arrived at an oak grove on the Huron River about
thirty-eight miles west of Detroit. After several months they were joined by
John Allen's wife, whose name also was Ann. Later in the spring the two
men found, among other beauties of the spot, a natural arbor which they
called "Ann's Arbor." Such was the origin of the town which was to become
one of the academic centers of the middle west.
A decision of the Supreme Court of Michigan, 4 Mich. 213 (1856), determined that the University of Michigan had been founded in 1817 by an
act of the legislature in that year. The scheme prepared by Augustus B.
Woodward, Presiding Judge of the territorial Supreme Court, was the most
elaborate of the contemplated educational systems existing in the states. When
Michigan became a state CJ anuary 2 6, 183 7) a provision was made in the constitution for the support of a university. On March 18, 183 7 the Organic Act
of the University of Michigan was approved, providing for a Board of Regents, who with certain state officials as officers ex-officio, comprised its governing body. Action taken by the Board of Regents fixed the seat of the
University at Ann Arbor, to which it was moved from Detroit.
By the Organic Act of 183 7 a department of law was contemplated. However, the existing practice of obtaining legal education in the offices of practising attorneys, coupled with the more immediate need for a department of
medicine and surgery, delayed the organization of the law school. The department of medicine and surgery was added to the University in 1848-49. In
1858 the need for a law department was so apparent and the petitions for one
15
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so numerous that the Board of Regents appointed a committee to investigate.
The committee reported that the needs of the contemplated law department
for the University were for three professorships: "one of Common and Statute
Law, one of Pleading, Practice and Evidence, and one of Equity Jurisprudence, Pleading and Practice." The Board adopted the report including the
recommendation that the school should be organized at once and go into
operation at the beginning of the next university year.
At this time the Board elected to the three professorships men who had
distinguished themselves by their achievements as jurists: James V. Campbell, a Justice of the State Supreme Court, residing in Detroit; Charles I.
Walker, a practising attorney of Detroit; and Thomas M. Cooley, residing
at Adrian, who was to become one of the greatest legal minds of the 19th
century.
16

When the Law School opened in 1858 there were 92 men enrolled, and the
graduating class in 1860 was 24 in number. By 1906 the enrollment had increased to 956. A change in entrance requirements and more stringent examinations brought about a rapid decrease in a few years. However, under
the increased requirements a more orderly growth took place and by 1933 the
enrollment had again mounted to 580.
In the beginning the only requiiements for admission were that the candidate should be eighteen years of age and should possess a good moral
character. The course of instruction was given in the form of lectures. There
were six series of lectures, allowing three for each term, alternating so as to
allow students to enter at the beginning of either term. Only the seniors were
quizzed during the lecture period. At the end of the two six-months' terms
there was an oral examination, which, coupled with a required thesis , led to
the degree of Bachelor of Laws. Such arrangement of courses and examinations remained unchanged for about twenty years. In 1877 it was announced
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that applicants for admission would be expected to be familiar with the proper
use of the English language. This led to the requirement of an entrance examination. A few years later came the announcement that prospective students
having college degrees and those who presented certificates or diplomas from
academic or high schools need not take the entrance examination.
Under the leadership of Dean Harry B. Hutchins the raising of entrance requirements to include high school training, and the adoption of a
complete three-year course in law lifted the school to a higher plane. However, the greatest advancement in requirements and in faculty has come under
the administration of the present dean. One of the most notable steps in this
progress has been the change from a faculty composed of retired practitioners
to one made up of men who have made law teaching a profession.
During l 9 l 2 in a published address, Dean Bates expressed the need of
using, in connection with the case book system, material showing the effect of
political science, sociology, and economics on the law. Since that time there
has been a gradual increase in the use of such material.
From 1877 to 1900 there appeared numerous changes, among them being:
more rigid entrance examinations; a change from the two six-months' terms to
two nine-months' terms, which in
turn gave way to three ninemonth's terms; the addition of
new courses; and the substitution of the lecture and text-book
method for the old lecture system. All students were included
in the examinations which gradually became more far-reaching
and comprehensive in their
scope.
Special mention should be
made of the men in whose hands
has rested the administrative
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destiny of the Law School, the deans. Judge Campbell served in the capacity of dean of the school from its founding until l87i. He was succeeded by
Judge Cooley ( l 8 7 l-188 3). Then followed Charles A. Kent, serving from
1883 until 1885. He was succeeded by Henry Wade Rogers (1885-1890),
who preceded Jerome C. Knowlton (1890-1895). Harry B. Hutchins became
dean in 1895 and continued to serve in that capacity until l9IO, when he resigned to become President of the University.
In 1903 Henry M. Bates, a young lawyer from Chicago and an alumnus
of the University of Michigan, became one of its professors. He had distinguished himself as a practising attorney, and he assumed his new duties with
20

an attitude toward the study of law somewhat different from that of his predecessors.
His method of teaching included a study of cases which he had collected,
together with the use of lectures and textbooks. The increased interest on the
part of the students as they dealt with the concrete problems involved in the
cases led to an exclusive use of the case-book system. In 1910 because of his
distinguished service as a professor, Henry M. Bates was chosen to succeed
Harry B. Hutchins as Dean of the Law School of the University of Michigan,
in which capacity he has served with noted ability for twenty-three years.
Under Dean Bates' leadership much progress has been made in legal
education at this law school. With the increased facilities provided through
the Cook endowment even greater advances in legal education and research are
made possible.

"AS THE LAWS ARE ABOVE MAGISTRATES, SO ARE
THE MAGISTRATES ABOVE THE PEOPLE AND IT MAY
TRULY BE SAID THAT THE MAGISTRATE IS A SPEAKING LAW AND THE LAW A SILENT MAGISTRATE"
-CICERO
Inscribed inside the entrance to the Legal Research Building
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CooK's generous and splendid gift to his
University, for the Law School, was not the result of any sudden impulse, nor
was it worked out in accordance with any so-called "vision" of the type so
often referred to in sentimental and journalistic description. As a student in
the Law School, it is reported that he was quiet, earnest, but unobtrusive,
making no demonstration of becoming an enthusiastic alumnus of the School.
But it is highly probable that if not in his student days, at least early thereafter, Mr. Cook developed the desire and the intention of aiding the School,
and the profession which it served. At any rate, while he was still a comparatively young, though highly successful lawyer, he informed the then Dean,
and later President, Harry B. Hutchins, that he had provided in his will a
fund for the salary of a professor of the law of corporations, in this School.
Mr. Cook apparently made no written communication on this subject; but
as Mr. Hutchins was retiring from the law deanship, he gave the writer an oral
version of Mr. Cook's statement to him. The sum was a generous one, the
income from which would have paid a handsome salary, for those days, to the
occupant of the proposed chair.
But not until ten years later was this early plan of Mr. Cook's merged into
the far more comprehensive and munificent gift which has made possible the
development of the Lawyer's Club and the Law Quadrangle. In the latter part
of President Hutchins' administration (perhaps about the year r9r8), Mr.
Cook had tentatively agreed to give the money for the erection of a dormitory for freshmen students, and had acquired the land upon which the present museum is situated, for that purpose. There were some difficulties in arriving at a full agreement in relation to this dormitory and its administration,
and the plan was dropped-presumabiy some time in the year r9r9.
23

A little later the suggestion was
made to Mr. Cook, through President
Hutchins, that the Law School was
sadly in need of a new building and
much more adequate equipment. Mr.
Cook immediately and generously indicated that he was interested, and
would give careful and sympathetic
consideration to a proposal worked out
in some detail, for adding to the Law
School equipment. In the spring of
1920 a carefully prepared memorandum of a project of the kind indicated
was submitted to President Hutchins,
A L o N c
s o T H u , 1 v E R s 1 TY
and by him to Mr. Cook. This plan
contemplated, at first, the erection of
two buildings-a Law School building,
to include the library, and a dormitory, to be erected adjacent to the Law
School building. The plan also included a proposal of an endowment, the
income from which was to be used for the development of legal research and
graduate work. Mr. Cook's response was prompt and generous and he suggested that the President and a representative of the Law School call upon
him in New York, for further discussion of the possibilities. Mr. Hutchins,
who in the meantime had retired from the presidency, was obliged to postpone, from week to week, the projected visit, because of temporary ill health.
Finally, Mr. Cook suggested that the Law School representative visit him
alone, and that was done within the next few days. During negotiations and
discussions covering three days with Mr. Cook, his architects, and the Law
School representative, there were developed, and tentatively agreed to, the
outlines of a fairly complete plan. Mr. Cook had at first proposed to place the
buildings upon the lot which he had already purchased for the projected dormitory, but he and all concerned were soon convinced that this piece of land

was too small for the purpose. Mr. Cook, in fact, during this three-day discussion, generously agreed to a four-building project and to a very great development of the plans for research and graduate work. It was during this
visit that a complete outline was prepared and submitted in writing to Mr.
Cook, embracing practically all of the features in the plan as it was finally
executed.
The oral discussions with Mr. Cook had occupied practically all of the
first two days, and substantial agreement upon all the main features of the
project had been reached. This agreement was then put in written form, during the night following the last conversations with Mr. Cook. On the third
day this written memorandum was examined with great care, some changes
were made by Mr. Cook, and at the end of the discussion he had two copies
typed, kept one, and handed the other copy, initialed by him, to the Law
School representative. It was this memorandum which, almost word for word,
became that part of Mr. Cook's will, drawn m 1920, which made provision
for the University. That will, including
the plan for the Law School, was subsequently modified somewhat by Mr. Cook,
but the general plan, and in fact, most
of the details, have been carried through
his successive wills into the present
magnificent realization of Mr. Cook's
project.
Mr. Cook felt strongly that it was
the duty of the State to maintain the Law
School on a par with the best law schools
of the country. He wished his gift to be
used for what he called "top purposes,"
such as the great expansion of research
and graduate work, the payment of exceptionally high salaries to legal scholars
E x TE R 1 o R
s E c T 1 o N
J AR cu
and teachers of outstanding ability, the

improvement of the library, and the establishment of fellowships and scholarships.
Once the general plan had been outlined and accepted, the architects,
Messrs. York and Sawyer, began intensive work upon their part of the project, and loyally, and with great artistic taste and ability, created the beautiful
plans so effectively and perfectly transformed into the granite and limestone
buildings which form the Law Quadrangle. The part of the quadrangle group
which was first completed included the Lawyers Club, with its lounge, recreation room, guest rooms, dining hall and kitchen, and the residence hall facing
on North University Avenue. These buildings were completed in the fall of
1924, and then for the first time, occupied. Formal dedicatory exercises were
held in June of 1925. These exercises included the reading, by Mr. John T.
Creighton, of New York City, of a carefully prepared and stimulating letter
from the donor himself, and addresses by Dean Roscoe Pound, of the Harvard Law School, Dean James P. Hall, of the University of Chicago Law
School, Mr. John M. Zane, a distinguished alumnus of the University and an
eminent member of the Chicago Bar, and Dean Henry M. Bates, of the
University of Michigan Law School. A memorial volume containing these addresses was published, and copies were distributed to interested persons.
In 1930 an additional dormitory, named "John P. Cook Building," in
memory of Mr. Cook's father, was completed. In the summer of 1931 the
beautiful and impressive library building was completed and named the "William W. Cook Legal Research Library." Finally, in the early fall of 1933,
the splendid structure which houses the administrative and professorial offices, lecture, class and seminar rooms, the court room, and the Law Review
editorial rooms, was completed and occupied. No expense, planning, or labor
was spared in the development of the Law Quadrangle. Together these buildings unquestionably form one of the most beautiful, impressive, and useful
groups of structures in the world.
The motives and reasons which led Mr. Cook to make this gift must be
apparent from the foregoing sketch of the development of his purpose. The
writer remembers his saying, on the day on which he initialed the plan above
26
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described, substantially as follows: "One reason for my wish to make this
gift is my belief that the legal profession, as well as others, has become more
or less commercialized. In the lower ranges of the profession are those whom
we call shysters, who resort to indefensible means to secure their desired results. Such lawyers are usually petty, tricky, and harmful to society. Unfortunately, there are those in the upper ranges of the profession who are quite
as harmful, and on a much larger scale ." Mr. Cook later crystallized his
thought on this subject, in more guarded language, in the eloquent passage in
his will which has been artistically inscribed in the metal tablet over the doorway leading from Hutchins Hall into the interior of the Quadrangle.
Throughout the negotiations and discussions regarding this gift, Mr.
Cook exercised that keen judgment and sound sense which contributed so
much to his eminence as a lawyer. Some apocryphal and unauthentic stories of

this transaction have sentimentally ascribed to Mr. Cook a so-called "vision",
as if in a dream, or a trance-like state, he had seen the whole project, even as
to details. The writer believes that it is no compliment to Mr. Cook to ascribe
the origin of the project to such apocryphal experiences. The actual course of
development of the plan reflects far more credit upon him, and the truth is
that the project was worked out, step by step, and grew in richness and in
scope, as discussions proceeded. The writer believes that no other man in history has made so generous a gift in aid of his law school, or his profession, and
the institutions which that profession serves.
Upon the Board of Regents, and the officers of the University, as well as
upon the faculty of the Law School, now and in the future, rests the solemn
obligation to observe scrupulously the conditions and wishes expressed by Mr.
Cook in the various instruments by which the gift was made to the University.
Nothing less than rich and continuing contributions to the study of our legal
institutions, and to the administration of law~ can meet and match the greatness of Mr. Cook's gift.
HENRY M. BATES

"JUSTICE AND POWER MUST BE BROUGHT TOGETHER
SO THAT WHATEVER IS JUST MAY BE POWERFUL
AND WHATEVER IS POWERFUL MAY BE JUST"
-PASCAL
Inscribed inside the entrance to the Legal Research Building
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BAEDEKER a note for the present day visitor to Ann Arbor, he would first invite an inspection of the buildings on the
central campus. The visitor would be impressed by the great recitation halls
of modern design, the massive pillared facades, the imposing bulk of brick
and steel construction characteristic of twentieth century architecture. And
then, in at least apparent transition from the twentieth century into the fifteenth, the visitor might pass under the great central tower of the Law Quadrangle into architectural surroundings which conceal from the eye the restless
stirrings of the present in the quiet beauty and dignity of an exterior reminiscent of far earlier times and ways.
The Tower, which rises some sixty-five feet from the center of the Lawyers Club, recalls to the visitor the entrance to Clock Court in Hampton
Court Palace, with its ornate stone work and its four octahedral turrets capped
with Byzantine spires. In so far as purpose and use are revealed in construction the Colleges of Oxford and Cambridge and the Inns of Court in London
show certain similarities to the Law Quadrangle. While one will not find
here the fine gardens of the English Quads, which time and careful culture,
during four centuries, have made beautiful, this American group has a more
spacious quadrangle, covered with a rich carpet of bent grass, across which
flag-stone walks have been laid connecting the various sections of the dormitories with the Legal Research Building, Hutchins Hall, and the lounge of the
Lawyers Club. A low arbor vitae hedge circumscribes the court; and small
plots in front of the dormitories, within the court, are strewn with the colorful
blue myrtle. The lack of architectural unity which mars certain English collegiate groups as a result of repeated building and rebuilding by different
architects, has been avoided in the Law Quadrangle. The sectioned dormi31
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tories for the residents, the dining hall, and lounge rooms for students and
dons, are found alike in the English and this American group. Here, however, the building forms used in the chapels at Eton and King's College,
Cambridge, are employed in the dining hall.
The Club group is constructed of Weymouth seam-faced granite with trimmings of Indiana limestone. The dining hall to the west is one-hundred and
forty feet in length and thirty-four feet in width. On the exterior, turrets
run up each corner, capped twelve feet above the roof with Byzantine domes.
Massive iron-bound and studded doors open onto the court, and into the lobby
of the lounge. In the interior of the dining hall is a hammer-beam ceiling
fifty feet above a floor inlaid with .Missouri and Tennessee marbles of different hues. The great ceiling is carved from old oak ship timbers, and at the ends
of the nine main trusses supporting the beams are carved figures of eminent
jurists among whom are Coke, Blackstone, Marshall, and Cooley. Along the
Indiana limestone walls a beautiful dark oak paneled wainscoting rises some
ten feet. Above this are eighteen large Gothic windows of cathedral glass with
English Gothic tracery. Accommodations for three hundred men are provided
by massive oak tables, each seating twelve men.
The lobby connecting the lounge and the dining room is remarkable for
its two great tapestries dating back to the early days of the Holy Roman Empire. The floor is of brown Welsh tile, as are the floors of the stairs and halls
of the dormitories. The administrative offices, and the faculty dining roomwith its rich furnishings and ornate fireplace-are just off the lobby.
The lounge is largely Renaissance in style. Its high vaulted ceiling is of
white plaster with a design in relief. The floor is of wide, white oak fastened
by dowels. The walls are of dark oak paneling. A great fireplace on the east
side with a finely carved mantel and an ancient tapestry at the side add
to the beauty of this room. The furniture consists of large leather lounges
and richly upholstered chairs. The great bay window at the north end
reaches to the ceiling, and several less pretentious bays protrude from the
west side. Above the lounge are eight guest rooms for visiting lawyers, each
provided with a bed, dresser, desk, chairs, and a private bath. There is also
34
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a smaller, yet luxuriously furnished lounge. Directly below the main lounge
is the large game room for the recreation of the Club members, on the walls of
which hangs the very valuable Cook collection of early prints of English coaching and hunting scenes. The spacious and modern kitchens adjoin the dining
hall on the south side. Running along the east side of the lounge on the exterior is the frequently photographed wall arcade, commonly referred to as
the cloister-one of the more striking spots in the Quad-the sloping roof of
which is supported by Doric columns and low arches. A decorative low stone
railing which is broken at intervals by the gable windows of the guest rooms
extends along the eaves of the lounge roof.
The dormitory proper extends for two blocks eastward from the lounge.
In contrast to the flat roof constructions, characteristic of the modern campus
buildings, its peaked and gabled roof covered with vari-hued slate shingles,
35

such as are used throughout the Quadrangle, lends color to the residences. In
groups of four, chimneys rise above each section. It is a single building made
up of nine sections, alphabetically named, each section having its own
entrance. With the exception of sections "D" and "J" which rise above the
other sections, each section has three floors, with suites and bath on the second floor, and single rooms on the first and third floors. The rooms are spacious and well lighted by leaded glass windows. The walls are of plaster, the
floors of painted concrete covered by thick rugs. Each room has a quartered
oak desk with a study lamp attached, a dresser and a bed of the same wood,
a lounging chair, and a reading lamp. In each room, also, there is hot and
cold running water which is softened by an elaborate softening system. In a
few of the rooms are fireplaces, each with separate chimney, and imported
Welsh andirons. Each section entrance is surmounted by a pediment or box
moulding. Over each entrance is hung a mediaeval lantern with the section
letter on the glass.
The Lawyers Club dormitory provided accommodations for one hundred
and fifty-eight men. The John P. Cook Building, opened for occupancy in the
fall of 1930, added accommodations for one hundred and eighteen men, making the present capacity of the Quadrangle, two-hundred and seventy-six.
This new unit extends from the east wing of the Lawyers Club southward
along Tappan Street. The new addition, built as a memorial to the donor's
father, follows closely the architectural style of the Lawyers Club, and the
general arrangement of the sections is the same. The rooms are somewhat
larger, and the appointments slightly better than in the old dormitory. There
is an additional floor in the new dormitory. In the basement are the storage
rooms, a large water softening system for the John P. Cook Building, and
the carpenter's shop.
Near the center of the building is the John Poller Cook Memorial Room-a
room set apart in memory of the donor's father. In this room is a full length
portrait of John Cook by the artist Henry Caro-Delvaille. The walls of this
room are paneled with carved English oak reaching to the ceiling. In the center
of the east wall is a large fire-place of white Indiana limestone with a Levanto
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marble base. There are nine stained glass windows, eight of which are topped
by designs symbolic of various branches of the law, the center one bearing the coat of arms of Michigan and an inscription with the name "John
Poller Cook." The room is furnished with reading stands, a hand carved table,
and upholstered furniture upon a thick and luxurious rug.
The visitor returns to the court and to the south of the court looms the
impressive grandeur of the two more recent additions to the Quadrangle:
the Legal Research Building and Hutchins Hall.
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COMING through the central archway of the Quadrangle the visitor is at once attracted by the beautiful towering structure
which is the William W. Cook Legal Research Building: magnificent and dominating, it is easily the most striking building of the Quadrangle group.
Built of weathered Massachusetts granite with trimmings of Indiana
limestone, it matches the other buildings of the group in general design.
Around the top of each of the four square towers rising from the four corners of the building are carved in white limestone the coats of arms of the
forty-eight states. Each tower is capped by four short pinnacles.
Going through the front entrance, an archway of carved stone, one comes
into the vestibule, whence one may take the steps down to the lounges and
smoking rooms of the basement, or proceed on into the main reading room.
Entering the reading room, one
is immediately impressed by the
physical splendor and the quiet
scholarly atmosphere of study.
The room is proportioned on
a spacious scale two hundred
forty-two feet long, forty-four
feet wide, and fifty feet high.
It is capable of seating slightly
more than five hundred persons.
High windows of tinted
glass, with stained glass secINTERIOR
VIEW
MAIN
ENTRANCE
tions containing the seals of the
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principal colleges and universities of the
world, cast a soft light on the interior.
The walls are of paneled English Pollard
oak and stone; the oak paneling, finely
carved, extends to a height of fifteen feet.
The wainscoting of oak is recessed for
book shelves. The floor is made of cork,
a factor which eliminates much of the
ordinary noise. The ceiling is one of the
most beautiful and interesting features
of the room; it is made of large medallions of plaster, paneled, and decorated
in blue and gold. Across it run a series
of massive tie-beams. At the end of each
w E s T c A T fl E o n A L w 1 N o o w
of these beams are figures holding escutcheons, while in the center are other
escutcheons, all having painted on them
the coats of arms of various heraldric designs.
Long narrow alcoves open off the main reading room, and contain sections of shelves; the books on these, together with those on the open shelving
of the main reading room number twenty thousand volumes and consist of
statutes, reports, digests, encyclopedias, and dictionaries to which the students
have immediate access. All the other books are in the stacks at the rear and
are dispensed to those in the reading room through the central desk. The
stack portion of the building is of separate construction in the rear of the main
building; it is six book levels in height, but so constructed that five more levels may be added later. The present six levels of stack ranges will hold approximately two hundred thousand volumes, almost twice the number in the
library at present; however, there is a present annual rate of growth of about
ten thousand volumes.
Located in the stacks are forty-eight carrels and eight offices for those
doing research and special work, thus putting the scholar in the midst of his
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material and eliminating the necessity of calling for stack books through the
central desk.
The floor immediately above the reading room is devoted to thirty-two
offices for the use of visiting lawyers, members of the faculty and other research workers. It also contains a few rooms used for special purposes. One of
these houses the private library of Mr. William W. Cook, and is as nearly as
possible the exact replica of the library of his New York home; it contains
the original furniture and decorations, in addition to his valuable private
collection of books.
There are automatic elevators for the use of those who have rooms on
the higher floors. From the basement of the library there is a connecting
tunnel to Hutchins Hall.
The present legal research facilities centering in this magnificent building have evolved from very small beginnings. Shortly after the Law School
was founded in 1859, the law library consisted of three hundred and fifty
volumes, housed in a small room in University Hall, roughly furnished with
a table, a few chairs, and a box stove. When the law school became of sufficient size to require a separate building the library was moved from its first
location. The early development
was slow, and a gift of five thousand volumes in 1885 more than
doubled the total number; in
1926 there were fifty-five thousand volumes; at the present
writing, March, 1934, there are
111,o5 8 volumes.
The first librarian was Isaac
Marston of the class of 1861,
who held that position while a
student in the law school. He
later became a member of the
Supreme Court of Michigan.
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Another who occupied the position of librarian and was later
to achieve judicial fame was
William R. Day, who climaxed
his legal career as a justice of
the United States Supreme
Court.
The original volumes included reports of Michigan ,
Pennsylvania, New York, and a
THE
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few New England states. It was
not until 1896 that the library
had a complete set of all federal
and state reports. To the present day law student this would seem a meager
choice of reports; however in the catalog of 1861 a different opinion was expressed in this statement: "A well selected and very useful law library has been
purchased and arranged for the use of the students." The present volumes
include the published reports and statutes of the United States, Great Britain and her colonies and dominions; the constitutions, codes, laws, and decisions of many foreign countries, including Argentina, Austria, Czecho-Slovakia,
France, Germany, Holland, Italy, Mexico, Portugal, Imperial Russia, Spain,
and Ecuador.
There is continual expansion and growth which is directed by a committee of the faculty and a librarian, who are striving toward constant improvement. It is hoped eventually to have a collection of law books which will permit
scholars to do research work in any field of law, regardless of country or period.
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cl-/-uTcHINS HALL, named after Harry B. Hutchins, Professor of Law from 1884 to 1887, Dean of the Law School from 1895
to 1910, and President of the University from 1910 to 1920, was opened to
classes in the fall of 1933, marking the completion of the Law Quadrangle.
Like the Legal Research Building its architecture is a departure from that of
the Lawyers Club Building, but it follows the latter in much of its detail.
The high classroom ceilings and the large windows required to light the rooms
made it necessary to adopt a large-scale treatment for this building, but similar stone work harmonizes the structure with other units of the group.
Entrances with open vestibules containing symbolical carvings, face Monroe and State Streets. Two corridors which extend north and east from the
building proper enclose a court and converge at a vestibule to form the main
entrance, where one may either enter a spacious passageway leading into the
Legal Research Building, or pass
through doors opening upon the
Quadrangle. The visitor who
stands in the main vestibule
must at once be impressed with
the dignity of his surroundings.
He will learn quickly from inscriptions and symbolic stained
glass designs in the windows, to
what purpose this building is
dedicated. High up on the stone
walls of the vestibule, at the
CLASSROOM
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junction of the corridors, appear
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several incised inscriptions, "Honeste vivere alterum non laedere suum cuique
tribuere," "Fiat justitia ruat coelum," and, "The life of the law has not
been logic. It has been experience." The corridors are further enriched by liberal use of Latin inscriptions done in colored glass and lead, and worked into
ribbons in the simple tracery windows. Below the ribbons and on a level with
the eye in these windows appear small colored cartoons in glass depicting in
caricature various phases of the law.
The corridors of the first and second floors are finished in lime face brick
with tile floors and sound-absorbing tile and plaster ceilings. These corridors
open into class rooms and seminar rooms, which largely comprise the first two
floors. Constructed so as to accommodate future expansion in enrollment,
Hutchins Hall has nine class rooms , seating from 50 to 2 50 students each, and

four seminar rooms, seating from 12 to 3 5 students. A reading room on the
second floor, with adjoining stacks large enough to house 3000 volumes, seats
220 students.
The class rooms are especially well suited to their purpose. Rubber tile
floors in variously colored patterns add beauty and reduce noise. Acoustical
plaster on the ceilings eliminates reverberation, and the rooms have been constructed according to specifications of acoustical engineers so that a normal
conversational voice can be heard in any part. Each room is furnished with
continuous desk tops, arranged in the form of an amphitheatre with tiers
rising toward the rear of the room to permit easy vision. The desks and chairs
are made of oak, finished in a dark stain.
A feature of the first floor is the Alumni Room, which is comfortably
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furnished with leather easy chairs, an oak table, and a cabinet. The floor has
rubber tile with a maize and blue pattern, in the center of which is a monogram. The class pictures commencing with the class of 1873 are displayed in
this room upon racks especially constructed for that purpose. Additional
racks have been provided for future classes. Altogether, this is a friendly and
collegiate room where the alumni of future years may reconvene in quarters
bright with reminiscence.
The Practice Court room is situated on the second floor, with a Clerk of
Courts office adjacent. The court room is richly furnished with jury box, witness box, desk for the clerk, bench for three judges, counsel tables, and benches
for 60 auditors. All of the seats are covered with red leather cushions. The
auditors' benches are modelled after those found in the Court of the Lord
Chief Justice of the King's Bench, in England, with collapsible shelves attached to the rear of each, upon which notes may be taken. The furnishings
are of stained oak, similar to those used in the class rooms throughout the
building, lending to the court room a quiet, dignified air in keeping with the
grave matters litigated there.
Faculty and administrative offices are located on the third floor. The administrative suite includes offices for the Dean and the Secretary, committee
rooms, and general offices with a
spacious lounge. The faculty offices all have convenient access
to the faculty library which is
equipped with stacks to accommodate 25,000 volumes. This library, which is also located on
the third floor, contains all of
the State, Federal and Supreme
Court reports as well as the English reports, the several series of
annotated cases and many leading Law Reviews and text books.
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Several unfinished offices, which will care for future faculty expansion,
are found on the fourth floor. Here also are the offices of the Michigan Law
Review, the Michigan State Bar Journal, and the Journal of the American Judicature Society. These magazines are all well known to the legal profession. The
Law Review was founded in 1902 and is issued monthly from November to June
inclusive. It contains leading articles of special interest to practitioners as
well as comments on important current cases. The Michigan State Bar
Journal is the official organ of the Michigan State Bar Association. In addition
to reprinting the contents of the Michigan Law Review monthly, it contains
matter of particular interest to Michigan lawyers. The American Judicature
Society, under the editorship of Mr. Herbert Harley, publishes the Journal of
the American Judicature Society, a magazine of national repute which is devoted to the promotion of the efficient administration of justice.
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the casual visitor to the Law Quadrangle is most impressed by the general structural plan of the buildings, inside
and out, yet there is a vast and interesting array of detailed design to be observed as well. This takes the form of historical figures, caricatures of men
and laws, state and university insignia, and heraldry, and a great amount of
merely decorative work, done in stone, glass, and wood. So many and variecl
are these that they provide a never failing interest to those living in the Lawyers Club, as well as to visitors. It is always possible to discover features about
the place which have not been observed before, even by the residents.
Over or beside most of the entrances to
the Club lounge, to Hutchins Hall, and to
the Legal Research Building, and over many
of the interior doorways and screens of these
buildings, as well, are found carved texts
taken from many sources. Some are from
the will of William W. Cook and express the
intentions and hopes of that far-sighted lawyer in founding this Quadrangle. Others
are taken from the writings of great jurists,
or from time honored adages in the fields of
law and government. There are several of
these at the main entrance to the Legal Research Building and inside the vestibule of
that entrance. Here one finds the inscription
that "Law embodies the wisdom of the ages,
progress comes slowly," hinting at the
A
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centuries of scholarship embodied in the library contents. Here also is Pascal's
famous statement, "Justice and Power must be brought together, so that
whatever is just may be powerful, and whatever is powerful may be just."
Other quotations are taken from the works of Cicero, Holland, and Burke.
One of the most interesting decorative features of the Legal Research
Building is the representation, in the many panels of the stained glass windows, of the seals of American and European universities and colleges. The
rich colorings of this medium give an unusual vividness to the portrayals. In
addition to the scholastic seals, the stone carvings on the faces of the towers
of the Legal Research Building, and upon the ends of the building, depict
the seals of the various states. The seals of the state of Michigan and of the
University of Michigan are also to be found carved in the stone of the Monroe Street facade of Hutchins Hall. Accompanying these are carvings of such
well known symbols of the law as the quill, scales of justice, books, scrolls,
torch and ribbon, and many others familiar to heraldry. An interesting variation from the seals and the symbols of formal heraldry is provided in the stained
glass windows at either end of the dining hall. These contain panels representing the signs of the zodiac. The purely decorative carving which accompanies
the symbolical and pictorial
work is of the sort found on the
various English university buildings of the same general architectural type.
Not the least interesting
of the detail work, however, is
the group of carvings of the
heads of men. Those on the
beams, high up in the dining
hall, include the heads of famous
jurists. Among those represented
are Solon, Justinian, Grotius,
DESIGN
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Blackstone, Coke, Marshall,
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Webster, Story, and Cooley. A photograph of the busts of these men from
which the heads were copied now hangs on the west wall of the lounge. Others,
in the form of gargoyles, appear in the three archways on South University
Avenue. They include the heads of former presidents of the University of
Michigan.
A touch of light relief to the generally serious tone of all this work is
added by the cartoons in the windows of the two corridors connecting Hutchins Hall with the Legal Research Building. These cartoons portray various
problems with which the law must deal, and many of them have an interesting
local flavor. These amuse while in no way detracting from the dignity of the
surroundings.
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of the Law Quadrangle
many persons have attempted to define the architectural style of its several
buildings. Generally it has been thought sufficient to describe it as representing a somewhat modified form of "Collegiate Gothic." In reality Collegiate
Gothic might be understood to refer to the type of buildings erected at Yale and
Princeton rather than to any earlier architectural prototype. The Law Quadrangle at the University of Michigan is neither a duplication of these buildings
nor a copy of existing buildings in England or Scotland. If any name is to be
applied to its general form it might well be designated "American Composite."
That is to say, the architecture of the Quadrangle represents not one form but
a number of forms.
The many details of form incorporated in the plans for the Quadrangle
have been chosen from the architectural files of the fifteenth, sixteenth and
early seventeenth centuries. The windows, the buttresses and the buttress-face
panels of the Legal Research Building and the dining hall have their origin in
the earliest of these periods. The windows with their single horizontal transoms and vertical mullions, the vertical line being carried in~o the tracery at
the window head, may be classed as English Perpendicular. The buttresses,
also, may be considered as of this .date though the paneled design used was
employed on buttresses in the Early English period nearly two centuries before. The turrets of the dining hall and the pinnacles at the top of the buttresses are reminiscent of the late Perpendicular manner of King's College
Chapel at Cambridge. The fine hammer-beam roof of the dining hall may be
attributed both to Perpendicular and to Tudor influence. As inheritances from
this latter period one may point to the four-centered door arches in the dining
hall and the lounge, the groups of rectangular chimney stalks placed corner
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to corner, and the oriel windows of the dormitories. The great tower at the center of
the Lawyers Club dormitory with its splendid oriels and domed angle turrets, is very
similar to the entrance to Clock Court in
Hampton Court Palace. In both Tudor and
Elizabethan architecture,-the latter having brought us into the early Renaissance,
-the decorated plaster ceiling, like that in
the lounge, was used. The Renaissance
brought other features, as, for example, the
steeply-sloped slate roofs, the balustraded
parapet along the roof edge of the lounge
and the South University Avenue side of
the dormitories, and the wall arcade on the
eastern front of the lounge. Other elements from the same period include the
balconies above the windows, the use of Classical Orders in the entrances to
the Quadrangle through the dormitories and of full and broken pediments
above the entry doorways.
If we choose to follow a clue which the architects have themselves suggested, we may look to Scottish architecture of the late sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. Scottish architecture of this period was a composition of
forms used in England and on the Continent at a slightly earlier date. From
England it had taken the clustered chimney stalks, the window balcony, the
wall arcade, and the broken pediment. From the Continent it had assimilated the ogee dome, the decorated gable and the treatment of turrets and
parapets peculiar to French baronial architecture which do not appear in the
Quadrangle. Scottish influence, if it bears on the present buildings, must be
referred to such street architecture as that at Elgin, to baronial mansions like
Wintoun House which did not use French modes, and to the buildings of the
University of Glasgow and George Heriot's Hospital in Edinburgh.
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The treatment of each building in the Quadrangle has necessarily varied
according to the need to be supplied and the position of the building in the
general scheme. The Legal Research Building has necessitated the use of
architectural forms which would respond to magnitude of handling. The towers in particular have lent themselves to a remarkable development different
from anything that has been previously done. The internal treatment likewise
is of a kind unlike that employed in either Gothic or Renaissance structures.
If terms primarily applicable to cathedral architecture may be applied, the
Legal Research Building can be spoken of as composed of a vast nave arcade
with triforium omitted and a false clear-story.
Hutchins Hall presents another problem unusually difficult to meet with
Gothic forms, that of piling up large rooms on top of one another to considerable height. Obviously only such use could be made of antique forms as would
permit the functional purpose of the building to be unimpaired. It was necessary to make this portion of the Quadrangle harmonious with the whole, and
architectural forms have been adapted
to this end, but it would be absurd to try
to classify this building under any head
or heads which carried it back of the
twentieth century. Its buttresses, mullioned windows and square tower perform the single purpose of making the
building externally an integral part of
the Quadrangle. To do this the architects
have found it necessary to disguise the
modern constructional technique.
The dormitories have been woven into the pattern with the presumed purpose
of making them serve primarily as quarters for comfortable living and study.
The result of this intent is evidenced
most plainly in the size of the window
HUTCH I
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openings. As a place for study built in the present era, the need for a sufficiency of light coupled with the fact that modern heating methods permit the
use in comfort of large areas of glass, dictated larger window openings than
architects four hundred years ago could reasonably construct. In this respect
the architects of the Quadrangle appear to have met with especial adequacy
the functional need.
A student setting himself to examine the details of the buildings which
compose the Quadrangle finds, beyond those elements having their genesis
in the past, certain features which will not fall under any earlier classification at all but are distinctly twentieth century creations. Furthermore, the
selection of forms for one building has not been the same as that for any one of
the others. Problems of function have to some extent determined this selection. The architect's conception of what is fitting as an expression of that
function has doubtless had a share in the ultimate choice. And certainly
there has been a marked influence upon design arising from the fact that in
the twentieth century we build with steel reinforcement and are not bound by
the demands of thrust and counter-thrust in the same way in which earlier
builders in stone were bound. In view of these considerations, the buildings
need not and ought not to be thought of as duplications of something that has
been done before. Seen separately, some elements appear eclectic; some, original. But looking at the final product of the architect's imagination as a whole
and not at its isolated parts, it must be judged as it fills or fails to fill twentieth century needs for beauty and functional excellence. Perhaps, too, it should
be judged on its merits as an expression of the life for which it is a background.
The modern school of architectural criticism led by Lewis Mumford and
others, which refuses to recognize the validity of any modern architecture
having its inspiration in past periods, will not fail to accuse the architects of
the Law Quadrangle of imitation where opportunity was offered for the creation of buildings indigenous to their time and place of birth. It is not proposed
to attack or to support such criticism. But it seems fair to point out that the
principle of expressing in outward form the purpose for which a building is
58

erected and its internal structural composition, may not be inherently sacred. It may
well be that any external form which through
its beauty gives pleasure to those who see
and live with it is esthetically justified once
the function of the building has been capably dealt with in its planning. Beauty of
form, even when resulting from deliberate
use of a degree of imitation may be its own
defense. It seems doubtful that even the
severest critic can deny the powerfully compelling beauty in the massive strength of the
Library towers bounding so effectively the
mass of weight on a horizontal plane in turn
relieved from a too great heaviness by vertiENTRANCE H UTCH INS BALL
cal mullion and buttress lines. It is hard to
believe that the end window of the dining
hall would not be worth constructing in the twentieth quite as much as in the
fifteenth century. It is scarcely possible that one's esthetic feeling for the dormitories as architecture will not find much satisfaction in the flow of form
from end to end, essentially similar but with sufficient variance to relieve
monotony of impression.
The ultimate test must be the effect produced by the architectural composition as a- whole and when criticism has expended its full force the fact
seems still to remain that the Quadrangle presents the phenomenon of unity
brought out of diversity. Despite the variety of its architectural antecedents
it achieves a complete synthesis.
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JHE LAWYERS CLUB of the University of Michigan, as an organization apart from the buildings which house it, was also conceived by Mr. Cook. He planned its founding in order that law students
might have an opportunity to pursue their studies in an environment and an
atmosphere that would inspire to high attainment. The living quarters provided for its members are so arranged that the student may enjoy the solitude
that is essential to reflective thinking, and at the same time the organization of
which he is a part makes possible those broadening contacts between the student, the teacher and the practitioner of the law without which its study
would lack some of the realism so necessary to enable the young lawyer to adjust himself to the demands of the practical life which he is to lead upon the
completion of his formal education.
All of the property that is devoted to the purposes of the Lawyers Club is
held in trust by the Regents of the University of Michigan. Its management and the management of the Club generally has been vested in a
Board of Governors. This Board s~cured a corporate charter in 1932 thereby becoming a non-profit corporation under the general corporation laws of
the State of Michigan. The only members of the corporation are those persons, who, under the terms of Mr. Cook's gift to the University, were designated as members of the Board that should control the Lawyers Club. They
include the following persons:
The Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of Michigan, ex officio; one
associate Justice of the Supreme Court of Michigan, designated by the Supreme Court; one Regent of The University of Michigan, designated by the
Regents of The University of Michigan; the President of The University of
Michigan, ex officio; two members of the Law Faculty of The University of
6r

Michigan, appointed by the Regents of the University on the recommendation
of the Law Faculty; two practicing lawyers, designated by the Regents of
The University of Michigan; and two law students at The University of
Michigan selected by the student members of the Lawyers Club.
It will be observed that the governing body was wisely planned to include
in its membership representatives of all the interests vitally concerned in the
welfare of the Club.
The membership of the Club is divided into three classes. There are Honorary members, Lawyer members and Student members.
The Justices of the Supreme Court of Michigan, The Regents of The University of Michigan, The President of the University and the members of the
Law Faculty of the University, The Federal Judges of Michigan, and all the
Circuit Judges of Michigan are honorary members, ex officio. Other honorary
members may be elected by the Board of Governors.
Any member of the bar in good standing, whether or not he be a graduate of the University of Michigan, who has been vouched for by two Honorary
or Lawyer members of the Club is eligible for Lawyer membership.
Any student in the Law School of The University of Michigan who is in
good standing in the Law School is eligible for Student membership.
By the terms of Mr. Cook's gift, each Lawyer member and each Student
member is required to pay annual dues of $10, which sum is set apart to be
expended for Legal Research, as are also all profits realized from the operation
of the Club dormitories and the Club dining room.
The immediate control of the social life of the Student members of the
Club is vested in a Student Council composed of representatives elected from
the several sections of the dormitories. This council is presided over by a
President who is elected annually from the Senior Class by the Student members of the Club. The duty of making and enforcing necessary regulations as
relates to the conduct of the Student members and of providing for their social
activities falls to the Student Council.
During the course of the year a number of social events are held in the
spacious lounge. Of these perhaps the Crease Dance is the one that is looked

forward to with the greatest anticipation. This dance takes its name from the
fact that, according to tradition, it is only for this event that the embryo lawyers have their suits pressed. At other times speakers of note are invited
to address the members after dinner on some topic of current interest. Dining arrangements permit congenial groupings, yet encourage wide acquaintanceship among the students.
The most important event of the year is the annual Founder's Day
Dinner which is held late in April. This is the culminating event of the day
set apart each year by the Law School for the commemoration of the founding of the Law Quadrangle. To it are invited members of the bench and bar
who together with the student members of the Club are privileged to listen
to addresses by outstanding members of the legal profession. On the afternoon of that day there is held the annual Second Year Student Inter-CaseClub argument. This is the final argument of a series of moot court arguments
held by the students under faculty supervision. For this event a bench made
up of distinguished members of th~ state and federal courts is annually invited, giving to the occasion an air of verisimilitude which it would otherwise
lack. At the conclusion of the argument the Henry
M. Campbell award, a prize offered annually for
the best moot court work, is presented to the contestants on both sides.
It is in this congenial and professional
atmosphere that the impressionable student is consecrated to the Law. Through it there should be
ingrained in him high professional ideals and a
sense of social obligation. It is difficult to see how
he can live under its influence and not catch something of the spirit of high endeavor which motivated the generous donor who made possible such
surroundings. It is to this end that the organization and activities of the Lawyers Club are directed
in accordance with his wishes.
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